Dr. McFate is one of the world's leading experts on
mercenaries and the future of war. He advises the Pentagon,
CIA, Hollywood, and gaming industry, and has appeared on all
major news networks.
His career began as a paratrooper and o cer in the U.S.
Army’s 82nd Airborne Division. He served under Stan
McChrystal and David Petraeus, and graduated from elite
training programs, such as Jungle Warfare School in Panama.
He was also a Jump Master.
McFate then became a global private military contractor. Among his many experiences, he
dealt with African warlords, raised armies for U.S. interest, rode with armed groups in the
Sahara, conducted strategic reconnaissances for the extrac ve industry, transacted arms
deals in Eastern Europe, and helped prevent an impending genocide in central Africa.
In the world of interna onal business, McFate was a Vice President at TD Interna onal, a
bou que poli cal risk consul ng rm with o ces in Washington, Houston, Singapore and
Zurich. Addi onally, he was a program manager at DynCorp Interna onal, a business
consultant at BearingPoint (now Deloi e Consul ng), and an associate at Booz Allen
Hamilton.
Dr. McFate authored The New Rules of War (HarperCollins) which was named “Book of the
Year” by The Economist. The book has been translated into ten languages, and in the UK is
tled Goliath: Why the West Doesn't Win Wars. And What We Need to Do About It (Penguin).
He also authored The Modern Mercenary (Oxford University Press) which Foreign A airs
called “essen al reading.” Dr. McFate is a successful novelist, and his c on has been
translated into six languages. The Tom Locke Series is based on his own military experiences,
and #1 New York Times bestselling author James Pa erson said: “Sean McFate just might be
the next Tom Clancy, only I think he’s even be er.”
His wri ng has also appeared in the New York Times, Washington Post, and Wall Street
Journal, and he has been interviewed on the Cable News Network, Fox News, MSNBC, Bri sh
Broadcas ng Corpora on, Sky News, Australian Broadcas ng Corpora on, Na onal Public
Radio, Vice on Home Box O ce, and The Discovery Channel.
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Dr. McFate holds a B.A. from Brown University, a M.P.P. from the Harvard Kennedy School of
Government, and a Ph.D. in interna onal rela ons from the London School of Economics and
Poli cal Science. He was a Fellow at Pembroke College, University of Oxford. Dr. McFate lives
in Washington, DC. For more informa on, see www.seanmcfate.com or his YouTube channel
The Art of War.
ti

ti

Dr. Sean McFate is a strategist and expert on interna onal
rela ons. He is a Senior Fellow at the Atlan c Council, a
Washington DC think tank, and a professor at: Georgetown
University’s Walsh School of Foreign Service, Syracuse
University's Maxwell School, and the Na onal Defense
University’s College of Interna onal Security A airs.

Select Praise for Non-Fiction

«An Economist Book of the Year 2019
«West Point “Commandant’s Reading List”
«Amazon Bestseller & Editor’s Pick
«The Times [UK] pick 2019
«Evening Standard pick 2019
Nb. These are the same book (US and UK tle)
“[This] iconoclas c book is being hailed by radicals as a wake-up call to governments and armed forces everywhere, to
stop doing all the wrong things; and start doing a few right ones.” – Max Has ngs in The Sunday Times
“A lively and provoca ve way to think about modern warfare.” – Lawrence Freedman in Foreign A airs
"The sharpest account of the dilemmas of war and peace I've read in years....A wonderful read." – Evening Standard

"A fascina ng and disturbing book." – The Economist
"Thought-provoking . . . Some of [McFate's] stories have never been told before,
which makes the book par cularly valuable." – Foreign A airs review essay
"McFate's persuasive, unse ling, and nonpolemical account describes the way
PMSCs are changing the face of war." – Publishers Weekly Starred Review
“Necessary reading for the strategically inclined.” – Kirkus Reviews

Select Praise for Fiction
"McFate just might be the next
Tom Clancy, only I think he's
even be er.”
– James Pa erson

"Brutal assassina ons, shocking betrayals, even heated gun ba les in the shadow of the White House. It had me
breathless—from the sheer audacity of its storytelling to its breakneck pacing. It's not to be missed!” —James Rollins
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"Sure to please fans of Brad Thor, Tom Clancy, and Daniel Silva, Shadow War is simply one of the most entertaining and
intriguing books I've read in quite some me." — Mark Greaney

